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BY GUY TREBAY

For Ralph Luren, (twes a wide necktie
and an outsized vision that se1 in motion
afive-decade career in fashion, one that
would eventually render a house paint-
er's won from the Bronx a mull-
Billionaire and & globally legible brand
For Brunello Cucinelli, a larmer's son
from o reral backwater in Umbrii, the
path o mn-rn.:umlu]wnc\umxiﬂmrm

Prince of Solomeo

and not the boring grays and tans that
used fo happen at thal time! Mr
Cucinelli said recently by phone from
Solomee, near Perugia, where the de-
signer still lives full time — althoughina
manaer far removed [rom that of his
childhond, when the family home lacked
plumbring snd electricity.

In Ave tinny hilleop town where he first
st up shop in 1978 — which now in-
cludes the sprawling and manicured

et tofwh

fortune began almoest os
with o single swearer,
MNowadays, il is too litile apprecinted
how out of the devastation of Word War
11 came & great reconstruction i faly,
ane Targely fueled by funis from the
Marshall Plan. Th 1 ke

wor P

peceatile garments soime refer o as Gap
wear for the One Percent — everything
M. Cucinelli surveys from a frescoed of-
fice in a restored medieval tower be
In|1:< o him.

al capacity that rem 1ms.ni|m'hp|n afthe
“Masde in Taly” brand substantially
originated in the late 194is, with ind
ual vegions developing specific manu-
facturing specialties: woolen mills in
the north, shoemalding i the Marche re-
gion and factories producing specialty
knitwear in the central area where Mr.
Cucinelli got his starl,

It wa ors ago that o 25-year-uld
Mr, Cucinelli scraped together o grub-
stake to pursue his notion of wpdating
the  high-quality,  although  staid,
knitwear miade in factories around his
hometown, *1 decided Lo produce wom-
en's cashimere knitwear in pop colors

“8 son from the Bronx,
Ihv: farmer's kid from Umbria fives in a
Tordly manner largely out of reach for Tt
aly's remnont aristocrats, With a pub-
Tiely troded company whose market val-
ue ks in the billions and twe honarary

ernment, Mr. Cucinel i has made himsell
a prince of Solomeo.
m.- IJuI — and, not co-
—~ early
this manth, the llr',uu:rr New in weores
of pumalists from arownd the world
Carmong them the editors of Esquire, De-
partures, Town & Country and GO lor
days of sightseeing, Locollan feasting
and spesches by the self-styled human-

ist, whe has 2 penchant for citing Homer,
Hadrian and Cicero,

Laoeat, perhaps, amid all the jollity was
the story of how a single cashmers
swenler wos eventusdly transformed

int alifestyle brand presciently pitched
ab o populntion whose growth coubd
hardly hove been predicted when Mr
Cucinelli started oat. Not only are thers
e blliemuires now than at any lme

T VAL S (1R PR AL I PR
in history, sccording o a 2018 Forbes
ranking of those wha hs
summit capitalism's Evere
are richer than ever before, with an av-
ermge wenlth of 4.1 billion. Almast from
the start of his career, Mr. Cocinelli de-
cided they would be his dientele.

“He berame the uniform for the cool
CE s of the workd” said the designer
Michael Bastian, who, as men's wear di-
rector of Bergdorf Goodman in the early
years af the century, was instrumental
in hedping Mr. Cucinelli shape his overall
wighon nad his retadl offering. = That kind
af guy — Barry Diller, David Gellen —
#uys cool enough that they didn’t have
towear asuit to work” he pdded.

There is slightly more st work than
cool, however Mr. Geffen, Mr, Diller and
their fellow moguls have deep enoigh
eockets that they are unlikely to experi-
ence the sticker shock thit would afffict
an ordinary mortal when faced with the
price: b om, say, the reversibie baseboll
bamber sweater by Brunells Cucinefli
offered ot Bergdorf Goodman for §3,095,

“Brunellos always had everybody
bt the ultracool, kow-key C.EO5 like
Steve Jobs,! Me Bastian added. In fact,
M. Joba's distinetive undform of anony-
motsdooking cashmere mock turtle-
mecks was quietly produced in bulk for
e Apple founder by Mr Cucinelli — de-
spite the latter's distaste for both that
particular style of collar snd his hatred
ol black,
In eertam ways Mr. Cucinelli's Halian
success i also an American ong, since

mot only (s MNorth America his largest
market, it wos retailers in the United
States who first urged the designer o
expand  beyond  sweaters into the
toader apparel offerings for which he
wventually became known. Hod Gene
Pressman. the visionary merchant who
ance headed Bameys New York, not
pushed him to create a full collection,
Me. Cuncinedll sakd, bie might happily have
rung changes on the sime cashmers
sweater for the rest of his life.

It wos the Americans that started
asking for the total look," the designer
snid. referring to o style largety inspired
Ty bow he himeell hod dressed practi-
ey since, o5 o iashion-besotied teen-
ager, he began honing his taste for ele-
vated sportswenr. That included rolling
i blazer shee pring the legs of
his trousers {0 narrower proportions
and migrating toward o muted palette
Trom which b his seldom sirayed.

Sometimes when | would  visit
Solomen, | would see the designers talk-
ing color! Mr. Bastian said, “And |h..-_,
T 1o be perfect, pefect, perfect
warm belge or cool beige? What exa (I
tone of novy or groy?

Thee e shadke no one will ever spot in
aCucinelli collection, Mr. Bastian added,
is green: “He hates green. He wants to
make green gone, Apparently, his mom
forced him 1o wear o green sweater
when beswis o kid sumd he buried it in the
hackyard”

In Mr. Cucinellls idissyncratic and
vet disciplined spproach 16 business,
analyses e a model for other major
corringe rade labels that appear 1o
have lost thelr wiy. “His vision hos al-

and 1
|r.1||:r fr)r !h\< maneyed,” smd Robert
Burke of Robert Burke Associares, a
Mew York luxury goods consul

“Ho ks not going after the lntest, u,n.--n-
sl influencers and bloggers. and 1 don't
think he has any porticular high regard
Tor an aspirational customer,” Mr. Burke
added. “He's definitely for the wheels-
up erowd.”

Brunello Cucinelli,
leh, founder of the
brand that bears
his naane, has
rustorvd his home
villnge, Solomen,
Taly, and ereated o
fuctory, betow, and
a school there,
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