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RUNWAY TO THE HOME VILLAGE 

Brunello Cucinell had a film made about his life that traces the journey from the 
Umbrian countryside to the world of fashion. 

Were those already the sets for the film? As more than 1,000 guests walked through 
the Cinecittà film studios on the evening of December 4, their eyes widened in 
amazement: magnificently illuminated monumental sets resembling ancient Rome 
towered into the night sky. Yet these were not the constructions for the film about 
Italian designer Brunello Cucinelli, which was about to celebrate its premiere there. They 
were exterior sets originally created for classics such as Ben-Hur and the TV 
series Rome. 

Still, somehow it fit. Because there was also an epic film to be seen on this beautiful 
evening in Rome: journalists, politicians, celebrities, and employees gathered in the 
newly opened Teatro 22 on the vast grounds of the legendary film studio for the world 
premiere of Brunello: The Gracious Visionary — a feature-length documentary with 
many fictional elements about the life of an Italian farmer’s son who, through great skill, 
works his way up to becoming a billionaire. 

All right, the film is not as elaborate as Ben-Hur, not as dramatic as Cleopatra, not as 
intoxicating as La Dolce Vita, and not as lighthearted as Roman Holiday — all of which 
were filmed on these grounds. But as a coming-of-age story, tracing the path of a boy 
from the miserable postwar years through the many detours of adolescence and into 
the intimate circles of the super-rich, it portrays a development that was hardly 
destined for the child born on September 3, 1953, in a remote village in the isolated 
province of Perugia. 

The premiere that evening in Rome was delayed somewhat, first because the 
champagne reception had to be fully enjoyed, and second because the more famous 
the guests were, the longer they took to arrive. Jessica Chastain was already there, as 
were Jonathan Bailey, Chris Pine, and Jeff Goldblum. But the prime minister was still 
missing; Giorgia Meloni wanted to attend in order to demonstrate how important “Made 
in Italy” is to her. 

Mario Draghi, her predecessor in office, introduced “this magnificent work” with warm 
words, calling it “something that makes all Italians proud.” As an economist, he saw in 
the film “a recognition of a man and a company.” But he also emphasized “its social 



value” for “the dignity of people.” That was not mere rhetoric: the more than 3,000 
employees of Cucinelli earn significantly above the industry average. 

The film was directed by Giuseppe Tornatore, who previously made a film about 
another Italian icon, composer Ennio Morricone, and who won an Oscar in 1990 
for Cinema Paradiso. His Cucinelli film could signal that, after all the banal fashion 
advertising films, dreadful casting shows (such as Germany's Next Topmodel), and 
over-the-top cliché spectacles like The Devil Wears Prada, fashion may finally be 
turning more seriously toward documentary storytelling. The Camera Nazionale della 
Moda Italiana recently presented the documentary Grand Tour. Viaggio attraverso le 
Accademie delle Arti e dei Mestieri, which highlights craftsmanship. And yes — 
alongside brands such as Brioni, Dolce & Gabbana, Fendi, Kiton, Tod's, 
and Valentino, Brunello Cucinelli also appears in it. 

In his own film — which does not shy away from glorification — archive material and 
eyewitness accounts are combined with staged scenes in a docufiction style. One sees 
Cucinelli walking through his hometown, entering the house where he grew up without 
electricity or running water; one sees the young man playing cards in a bar where he 
wasted years, learning much about life from a prostitute and much about philosophy 
from a student; one sees the entrepreneur pretending to buyers at fashion trade days in 
a Munich hotel that his products were already in overwhelming demand. 

The recurring motif is the card game. “I had a mathematical understanding,” says 
Cucinelli. “I can see all the cards that haven’t yet been played. This passion helped me 
enormously in my profession.” A useful trait for an entrepreneur — to anticipate the next 
moves and calculate the future. 

The film also reveals much about the simple yet brilliant idea of dyeing cashmere. Until 
then, the fine undercoat of the cashmere goat — the epitome of expensive fashion — 
had mostly been available only in restrained natural shades such as beige, gray, or 
black. During the rise of Italian fashion with designers like Giorgio Armani, Gianni 
Versace, and Gianfranco Ferré, this fashion maker also found the courage to 
experiment. Boldly colored cashmere sweaters brought him enormous success after 
founding the company in 1978, especially over the past two decades. A historical irony: 
with the rise of the “quiet luxury” trend, Cucinelli’s colors have become more subdued 
again. Nevertheless, revenue continues to grow even in years when major luxury 
conglomerates have become more subdued themselves — by more than ten percent 
last year, reaching €1.4 billion. 

The slogan of “humanistic capitalism” may sound excessively heroic. But in the village 
of Solomeo, where his wife comes from, it can actually be observed in practice. A tiny 
settlement on the edge of globalization — once threatened by the same decay that has 
afflicted so many Italian villages — was transformed by Cucinelli into an economic and 
cultural center: he created new production facilities and a tailoring school, renovated 
the church and the village center, built a theater and an amphitheater, transformed 
abandoned industrial sites into vineyards, orchards, and olive groves as part of the 
“Progetto per la Bellezza,” and is now constructing a universal library. 

The guests at the premiere in Rome benefited from this vision as well. After the screen 
went dark and the applause faded, after Cucinelli himself described the journey into his 



past as “moving,” the guests made their way through the ancient outdoor sets toward 
dinner. On the tables: olive oil from the company’s own production. On the shelves 
along the walls: miles upon miles of books. 

 

THIS LIBRARY IS UNIVERSAL   

Brunello Cucinelli about his plans for his book collection in Solomeo 

It all began when I saw an uncle, to whom I was very close, reading a work by Plato. 

Did you have many books at home? 

 
Only my schoolbooks. We had no other books at home. 

Do you remember the first book you ever read? 

Unfortunately, I no longer remember which book it was. What has stayed with me most 
vividly, however, is Orlando Furioso (“The Mad Roland”) by Ludovico Ariosto. 
The first book I read entirely on my own, from beginning to end, was the Canti (“Songs”) 
by Giacomo Leopardi.” 

In the bar Gigino in Perugia, where you spent a great deal of time as a young man, you 
first heard of Immanuel Kant. How did that happen? 

I was sitting in the bar playing cards when I was distracted by two students at another 
table who were loudly discussing the Critique of Pure Reason. It was one of the very few 
card games I ever lost. 

How many books do you own in your private library? 

About 10,000 volumes. 

In your tower room, I once picked up a book by the historian of religions Mircea 
Eliade and noticed that it contained many underlinings. What did you learn from him? 

Eliade led me to reflect on the idea that the sacred and the profane do not always have 
to be opposites, but can instead develop into a dialogue with one another. 

Which authors influenced you the most? 

Among others, Emperor Marcus Aurelius and Emperor Hadrian, Plato, Aristotle, 
Saint Augustine of Hippo, Saint Francis of Assisi, Saint Benedict of Nursia, Thomas 
More, Baruch Spinoza, Immanuel Kant, Charles Dickens, Karl Marx, and John Ruskin. 

Is there a book that you read again and again? 



The Canticle of the Sun by Francis of Assisi, because in it I find a deeply spiritual, 
humanistic, and timeless teaching — one that remains valid to this day. 

Which book has fascinated you recently, and why? 

The Book of the Art of Trade (Der ehrbare Kaufmann) by Benedetto Cotrugli. Because 
as early as the 15th century, he portrayed — with remarkably modern features — the 
image of a humanistic entrepreneur, one that is attributed to me today. 

Do you read books digitally or only on paper? 

I read exclusively printed books and underline them with a pencil 

And when do you read? Right in the morning after waking up? 

Especially in the evening, after the day’s work is done, I find the time and peace for it. 

How is the work on the Brunello Cucinelli Universal Library progressing? 

The idea of the Universal Library in Solomeo, together with the associated architectural 
and landscape project, was conceived with great passion. For this reason, the work is 
progressing with joy and ease 

When will it open? 

Presumably towards the end of 2027 or the beginning of 2028. 

How many books have you gathered for it? 

About 150.000 books have been brought together until now. 

And how many books will there be in the end? 

I assume it will be around 500,000 books. But that will not be the end, rather the 
beginning of the life of this library 

Which will be the subjects? 

As the name of the library already suggests, the themes are meant to be universal. 
However, one focus will be on my favorite fields: philosophy, history, poetry, architecture 
and crafts from all over the world. 

Is the library open to the public?” 

Of course. But one must come in person to Solomeo. Only the general catalogue will be 
available online. 

And do you really believe it will last for 100 years? 

I do everything I can to ensure that it does. 



 

 

Can readers of the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung magazine also send you books?” 

Yes — I am open to receiving book donations. Please send the books to 

Brunello Cucinelli S.p.A. 
Universal Library 
Viale Parco dell’Industria, 5 
Solomeo, Perugia 

Italy 

 

 

PICTURE CREDIT: 

Page 64: 

He revisits his life: the fashion designer and entrepreneur Brunello Cucinelli walks 
through his childhood in the film. At the premiere in the film city of Cinecittà, guests 
strolled through old sets to a dinner that was framed by tens of thousands of books 
from the passionate collector. In the autumn, the film will be released in cinemas in 
Germany. 

Page 65: 

Before the film premiere in Rome, the family: Brunello Cucinelli with (from left) his 
daughters Camilla and Carolina, both active in the company, his wife Federica Benda, 
Camilla’s daughters Vittoria and Penelope, as well as Camilla’s husband Riccardo 
Stefanelli, the CEO of Brunello Cucinelli S.p.A.. 

 

 

 




